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Dear Friends          June 2020 

2020 season update 

As you are aware, we have had to cancel our 2020 season and our celebrations for our 80th year.  We are acutely 

aware of the health concerns of our audiences in Frinton and believe this pragmatic approach is in the best interests 

of all. 

Fundraising 

You may be aware that we have set up a fundraising programme to help us survive this dark time. If you have 

already contributed, we’d like to repeat our heartfelt thanks, your contributions are helping us enormously.  

However, we recognise that so far, our efforts have been online and that a significant proportion of our fans are not 

internet-active.  If you are able to contribute though more traditional means, we would greatly appreciate your help. 

To make a donation 

If you can make a contribution to our fund, we would be extraordinarily grateful.  Please consider donating the value 

of one ticket, on average £20.00.   If you are a UK taxpayer you can donate through Gift Aid and we can claim 25p 

from every £1 you donate. This is a huge benefit to us (form attached). 

Please send donations by cheque, made out to Frinton Summer Theatre Ltd, c/o Peter Dias at Oak Lodge, 20 Second 

Avenue, Frinton, CO13 9ER.  Our GoFundMe site is also still available to receive online donations at 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/frinton-summer-theatre. 

Why we need your help 

As we receive no public funding, the cancellation of this season is financially devastating. With neither income nor 

fundraising activities, our theatre is still at great risk. 

We try to keep our ticket prices below those of local theatres, so operate on a very tight budget, carrying little or no 

reserves forward to a new season.  During our 2019 season we experienced severe weather conditions that caused 

us to cancel a number of performances in the tent and consequently we suffered a loss.  The generosity of our 

supporters so far is enabling us to square this situation.  However, we are now looking at how we manage ongoing 

operational costs – such as storage, bookkeeping, maintaining our website – and we must also take account of the 

expenditure incurred preparing for the 2020 season – such as payment of royalties, as well as wanting to be in a 

good position to revive quickly when the time is right – for example, updating to LED lighting, which will reduce 

energy consumption and enable the installation of air conditioning.  Even without a season, we are busy in the 

background and planning for our future. 

Whilst we have been successful in obtaining grant funding, for example to cover the cost of publishing our book 

about the theatre, with no other fundraising activities our future continues to be uncertain. 

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to Frinton Summer Theatre once it's safe to do so. In the meantime, 

thank you for engaging with us and for any support you can give. Stay safe.  

With best wishes 

Richard Max 

Chair, Board of Trustees, Frinton Summer Theatre Ltd 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/frinton-summer-theatre
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Charity Gift Aid Declaration 
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate  
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.  
Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.  
In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box below:  

□ I want to Gift Aid my donation of £_________ (and any donations I make in the future or  

have made in the past 4 years) to: FRINTON SUMMER THEATRE (Registered Charity No. 1170429) 
 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax  

in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my 

responsibility to pay any difference.  
 

Title _______________ First name or initial(s) ___________________________ 

Surname _________________________________________________________  

Full Home address _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Postcode _________________________________________________________ 

Date _____________________________________________________________ 

Please make your cheque payable to Frinton Summer Theatre Ltd and send along with a completed  
Giftaid form c/o Peter Dias, 20 Second Avenue, Frinton-On-Sea, CO13 9ER.  
 
Please notify the charity if you:  

• want to cancel this declaration  

• change your name or home address  

• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 
 

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you,  
You must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs  
to adjust your tax code. 

 


